
eighteen by twenty feet in 
size and made of unhewed 
logs, with no chamber.  It 
was covered with ’shakes’, a 

kind of clapboard about 
four feet long, derived 
from the bodies of 
large thrifty oaks  and 
laid two or three thick-
nesses in depth, upon 
logs composing of 
gable-ends of the 
building. Each of these 
shakes lapped upon the 
one below, and were 
kept in place by small 
logs placed upon their 
ends.  Such a roof 
afforded good protec-
tion from rain also 
snow, after it was once 
well covered.  The 

first storms of winter, how-
ever, drifted through quite 
freely.” 

“...food consisted of bread and 
milk, pork and potatoes. ..the 
flour from which our bread 
was made, had evidently been 
shipwrecked.  Much of it was 
hard as chalk and was crushed 
with a roller before kneading 
into dough.  Our bed was of 
prairie hay, laid upon the floor 
before a log fire which burned 
through the entire night. Our 
covering was a few coarse 
blankets…for such fare, I paid 
$3 per week.” 

*** 

  Editor’s Note:  What 
follows is an article based on 
the recollections of Mr. S. A. 
Dwinnell  one the county’s 
earliest settlers, who came 
to the Town of La Fayette 
from Massachusetts.  He 
and his brothers settled on 
claims of about 640 acres 
in the western part of that 
town in November of 
1836.  As described in C. 
W. Butterfield’s History of 
Walworth County, 1882. 

“The first settlers of Wal-

worth County probably 
experienced as long and 
severe a winter in 1836-7 
as has ever been known in 
Wisconsin.  It was cold 
even as early as the middle of 
November, and on the 20th of 
December, the cold became 
intense  and continued through 
the season--the buds on the 
oaks not turning green until 
June.” 

“Mr. Dwinnell was entirely 
alone in his cabin during the 
four terribly cold days of the 
last of December and had hard 
work to keep himself alive.”   

“He says:  ’It soon became 
unendurable in our cabin, and 
building a large fire and hang-
ing up blankets before it, I sat 
down in front of them to keep 
from freezing.’” 

“Notwithstanding the cold and 
deep snow, Mr. Dwinnell got 
so thoroughly lonesome that 
on the twentieth day of Janu-

ary he started on a journey of 
forty-five miles to have a visit 
with some friends at Belvidere, 
Ill., then a little hamlet of  six 
families.”  He returned to the 
Town of La Fayette with John 
Wadsworth, who was in 
search of a claim in La Fayette.  
The cabin in which Dwinnell 
and Wadsworth stayed for the 
winter was dubbed “Bachelor’s 
Misery”. The cabin was also a 
stopping place for travelers 
moving through the county.  
One guest described the ac-
commodations as follows in 
part: 

“It consisted  of one room,. 

ENDURING THE “FIRST WINTER” OF  1836-7 
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   Voting on revised by- 

laws for the society and 

electing officers and di-

rectors for 2017 were 

the order of the evening 

at the annual meeting 

held at Heritage Hall in 

Elkhorn on October 

18th.  At the recommen-

dation of the Board of 

Directors the member-

ship in attendance voted 

to accept the Bylaws 

Committee’s revision of 

the Society’s bylaws.  

After several months of 

work the bylaws com-

mittee presented revi-

sions to the board of di-

rectors at the October 

regular meeting of the 

Board of Directors and 

the board, after consid-

erable discussion, voted 

to recommend the re-

vised bylaws to the en-

tire membership in at-

tendance at the annual 

meeting.  The  member-

ship present voted 

unanimously to accept 

the revised bylaws. 

   At the meeting Jim 

Boardman and Mike 

Wozny were re-elected 

President and Vice-

president respectively.  

Julie Lynn will remain 

as Treasurer and Gwen 

Tveter will remain as 

Secretary for 2017.   

ELECTIONS AND BYLAWS AT ANNUAL MEETING 

RESOURCE CENTER MAP COLLECTIOLN CONTINUES TO GROW 

donated by retired sur-

veyor David Abel of De-

lavan,  Maps of the cit-

ies, village, unincorpo-

rated areas, lakes, river 

and streams are also 

available.  Doris M. Re-

inke Resource Center 

hours are Wednesdays 

and Thursdays from 1 to 

4 p.m. or by appoint-

ment. 

  Maps help tell our col-

lective  story of the geo-

graphic aspect of his-

toric behavior.  The  

ever-growing map col-

lection at the Doris M. 

Reinke Resource Center 

(RC) , 210 South Wash-

ington Street, Elkhorn, 

WI aids researchers, his-

torians and authors alike 

as they work through 

their research projects. 

The RC’s map collec-

tion includes historic 

Walworth County Plat 

Maps for various years 

from 1857, 1873, 1891, 

1900, 1907, 1921 and 

1930 as well as many 

more current--twentieth 

century plat books.  It 

also holds a huge sur-

veyor’s map collection 

of the county collection 

 

 

“TWO IMPORTANT 

CHARACTERISTICS 

OF MAPS SHOULD 

BE NOTICED . A 

MAP IS NOT THE 

TERRITORY IT 

REPRESENTS , BUT , 

IF CORRECT , IT 

HAS A SIMILAR 

STRUCTURE TO 

THE TERRITORY , 

WHICH ACCOUNTS 

FOR ITS 

USEFULNESS . ”  

 

-ALFRED KORZYBSKI 
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This Acme Telephoto 

press photograph shows 

the results of a railroad 

train derailment that 

took place during the 

winter of 1948 in 

Springfield, Wisconsin.  

A freight train plowed 

into the rear of another 

freight train which was 

stopped.  The locomo-

tive and eight cars were 

derailed and a caboose 

was destroyed by fire.  

TRAIN DERAILMENT SPRINGFIELD , WI: WINTER OF  1948 

LAKE LAWN’S RICH HISTORY AVAILABLE AT RESOURCE CENTER 

  Lake Lawn Resort on 

the north shore of Dela-

van Lake has a story that 

goes back much further 

than the first Euro-

American settlement in 

Walworth County.  Na-

tive Americans left be-

hind numerous earthen 

burial mounds as a re-

membrance of the time 

they spent there  600-

1200 BCE. 

Eventually the site, 

which is now known as 

Lake Lawn, was owned 

by the Mabie circus peo-

ple, industrialist George 

Borg and now a group 

of  local investors.  

Many vacationers and 

conference attendees 

now enjoy the resort 

year round. 

PAGE 3 W INTER 2016 

This real photo post card displays an historic view of the 
well-known entrance to Lake Lawn Resort during winter.  
Can you determine the approximate age of this photo from 
the evidence presented? 

For more of Lake Lawn’s story contact the Resource Cen-
ter. 

“Few will 
have the 

greatness to 
bend history 

itself; but 
each of us 

can work to 
change a 

small portion 
of events, and 
in the total; 
of all those 
acts will be 
written the 

history of this 
generation.” 

-Robert F. Kennedy 

 

WCHS Photo Archive 

WCHS Archives 
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I drove slowly around the curve, trying to make sure the tires of my big van didn’t accidentally travel 

off the narrow road.  I scanned the rows of tombstones closely, looking for the landmarks that existed in the 

picture from FindAGrave.com that I’d saved on my phone.  “Yup,” I thought to myself, “Found them.”  I 

parked my car, and looked in dismay at the branches scattered around the Beckwith family plot.  Sighing, I 

pulled on my work gloves that I keep in my car, and got to work, pulling branches away from the small stones 

so that I could get the photographs I wanted for my upcoming Legacy article.  A few quick clicks with my 

digital camera, and I had what I came here for.  I pulled my jacket closer as the December breeze rustled the 

few leaves on the branches, adding an extra dimension of loneliness to the fast approaching dusk.  As I walked 

back to my car, I decided to get one more point of reference shot with my camera—to add to my files in case I 

needed to find this portion of the cemetery again.  I took the picture, and surveyed the surrounding plots in a 

moment of quietness.  Something dark caught my eye—strangely out of place amidst the off-white limestone 

and red granite.  I felt compelled to walk closer.  There, set a ways back from the road was an unusual black 

granite tombstone.  The grey lettering in sharp relief read:  IN LOVING MEMORY  //  LIEUT. GLEN  O. 

“BUD” THOMPSON  //  PILOT U.S. 8TH AIR FORCE  //  1918 (image of pilot’s wings) 1944 //  IN ACTION 

OVER FRANCE JUNE 19.  //  BURIED AT ELKHORN, WIS.  MAY 12, 1949 //  B24 CARPETBAGGER.    

(“//” denotes the shift to the next line.)    The brief sadness of seeing the tombstone of this man who was killed 

in action during World War II was replaced by confusion as I mulled over the unusual text.   “Huh,” I pon-

dered.  “I have no idea what they are talking about.”  The only carpetbaggers I’d ever heard of were those who 

traveled south after the American Civil War, profiting from Reconstruction.  I snapped another couple pic-

tures, and walked back to my van.  As I drove by on my way out, I furrowed my brows as I tried to recall what 

I’d learned in my history courses at UW-Whitewater, frustrated at my inability to bring to mind anything that I 

knew about this topic.  “Come on, Andreas, “  I muttered as I gingerly eased my van through the narrow gates 

of Hazel Ridge Cemetery, “you’d think that Dr. Haney would have mentioned something about this in your 

American Military History course.”  That evening at home, I did what anyone would do — I “googled” it. 

In the successive days, and over the course of 

a year, I’ve learned a lot.  Thankfully there have been 

those who have recorded the history of this secretive 

group on websites and books, through firsthand ac-

counts and government files.  The carpetbaggers of 

the Second World War had nothing to do with those 

that shared the unusual name in the late 1860’s.  In-

stead they were an elite group of pilots.  Based out of 

Harrington Airfield (located about 300 miles north-

west of London, in central England), these men work-

ing under the American Office of Strategic Services 

(OSS) and England’s Special Operations Executive 

(SOE) flew clandestine night missions into Axis con-

trolled areas all over Europe.   Their mission was to 

drop secret agents, informational leaflets, weapons, 

and supplies to aid in resistance efforts.  The material supplies were placed into specially designed canisters 

that were dropped from retrofitted bomb release mechanisms.  Leaflets were a lifeline to those behind enemy 

lines, bringing real time factual information concerning the war.  Ben Parnell, author of Carpetbaggers:  

America’s Secret War in Europe (1997), revealed that “[t]he combat crews were thoroughly sold on their 

work, having listened to eyewitness accounts by persons escaping from occupied countries who reported to 

them the power of the printed word under a regime whose mortal enemy was free speech.”  The 

“Joes” (agents) were flown to designated drop zones (DZ) where they would meet up with resistance fighters 

after they slipped through the “Joe-Hole”(where the ball turret on the belly of the B-24 was located) and para-

chuted into the night.  According to the website for the Carpetbagger Aviation Museum (Harrington, Eng-

land), “[b]etween January and September 1944 the 801st / 492nd Bomb Group undertook 2263 separate mis-

sions of which, due to various circumstances, 1577 (ie 69%) were completed satisfactorily. The successful 

missions delivered to Occupied Europe: 662 "Joes" (agents); 18,535 containers of supplies; 8050 

OUT OF  THE DARKNESS 

Part I   By Marra Andreas 

Photo by  Marra Andreas 
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"Nickles" (bundles of 4,000 propaganda leaflets); 10,725 packages of supplies; 26 pigeons (for messages, not 

eating); and carried 437 passengers.” Missions were flown only on moonlight nights, enabling the pilots in their black-

painted aircraft to see the memorized landmarks on their low-altitude route to and from their DZ. 

One crew that was assembled within the 850th Bombing Squadron (BS), that became attached to the 801st Bom-

bardment Group in May of 1944,  consisted of John R. McNiel (Pilot), Glen O. Thompson (Co-pilot), Joseph P. Bova 

(Navigator), Jerome J. Hummel (Radio Operator), Henry H. Ricard (Engineer), Robert F. Siebert (Bombardier), Fred H. 

Lowery (Gunner), and Fred Monico (Gunner).   Two additional gunners, James E. Chrisman and Williston Mosher were 

left behind in Cheddington as the rest of the crew went on to report to Harrington Airfield in late May 1944.  As Parnell 

recounts in his book, “airplanes were to be left behind; everything else was to go.”  Earlier in Carpetbaggers, this unusual 

practice was discussed:  “The crew captain was instructed to select eight men from the usual heavy-bomber crew of ten; 

two enlisted men were to be dropped from the crew…and immediately transferred out.”  The reduction in the crew was 

partly due to the lack of weaponry on the modified B-24’s, and partly due to the specialized cargo and personnel that 

would be dropped during the mission. 

In addition to Parnell’s Carpetbaggers, I was able to InterLibrary Loan another set of books that came from the 

Kreitzberg Library at Norwich University in Northfield, Vermont  that helped immensely:  Spies, Supplies, and 

Moonlight Skies, Vol. I & II by Thomas L. Ensminger.  In especially Vol. 2, I was able to find out more detailed informa-

tion about Glen Thompson and his involvement with the Carpetbaggers.  But as I read through the book and scanned the 

pages for information, it became clear that I was following in an unknown person’s footsteps:  throughout the book the 

names of the men in Thompson’s crew and information pertaining to them were annotated in pencil.  Surprised and a bit 

unsettled, I whispered a “thank you” and continued my research, confident that I was on the right track.  McNiel’s untried 

crew flew in the first operational mission of the 850th Squadron on May 31, 1944—a DZ in south-central France known 

only as PETER38C.  Though the mission was unsuccessful in that it did not make a successful drop, the crew returned 

safely to fly its second leaflet mission to STATIONER91 with two other planes on the night/early morning of June 14/15.  

According to Ensminger’s research, “[o]perational aircraft would not depart again until the evening of the eighteenth.”  

By their second mission in June, the new H-model B-24s had started to be tested out in combat missions, replacing the 

aging D-models. 

As I learned about these crews and their missions, I also learned about the man whose name was etched in that 

tombstone.  Glen O. “Bud” Thompson was born on September 23, 1918, in Spring Prairie, Walworth County, Wisconsin, 

to Louis O. and Dorothy (also known as Helen, nee Brueser) Thompson, who also had a son, Lloyd Elmer, born in Janu-

ary 1917.  The family farmed outside of Spring Prairie, where the boys grew.  Louis died in 1924, just shy of his 40 th 

birthday.  Dorothy remarried in 1927 to Herman Waltman, and by 1930 they moved to a house at 113 South Wright 

Street, in Elkhorn.   They had one daughter--Glen’s half-sister Arlene, born in 1928.   Glen attended the middle school 

and high school in Elkhorn with his brother Lloyd.  He was involved in a variety of sports, with much distinction, playing 

football, basketball, and baseball throughout high school.   Elected unanimously by his class, Thompson was his Junior 

Class president and later Prom King.  Graduating in 1937, he “received the American Legion medal for athletic prowess,” 

as reported by the Elkhorn Independent, and “[following his graduation he was contacted by the St. Louis Cardinals 

scouts and was given an opportunity to try out with the team.  For two seasons in 1940 and 1941 he worked out with the 

Cardinal’s farm team in Springfield, MO., and was offered a contract in his last year which would have placed him on the 

pitching staff of one of the Cardinal farm teams in the minor league.  He preferred to return to Elkhorn and turned the 

offer down.”  Glen began work at the Elkhorn Light & Water Commission in 1938.  Glen and his high school sweetheart, 

Lorraine Coulson (daughter of local veterinarian, Dr. Leonard Howard Coulson) married on August 20, 1941, over a year 

after she graduated from the Mercy Hospital School of Nursing in Janesville, WI.  His brother Lloyd, had been drafted 

and called up into the Army in early June of 1942.  Around the same time Glen enlisted in the Army Air Corps, in the 

footsteps of his brother who later served in the air corps in Denver, CO.  For the next year, Bud received preflight and 

basic training in California.  From there, he went to Marfa, Texas to receive his advance training, where, after a delay due 

to an emergency appendectomy, he received his wings and commission on November 3, 1943.  Lorraine accompanied 

him to Utah, Idaho, and Nebraska, where Glen received further training in the B-24 bomber.   By the first of May, Glen 

had arrived in England after leaving Lincoln, Nebraska on April 25. 

(See Part II in the Spring 2017  edition of “The Legacy) 



  Honoring the Heroes--

our Walworth County 

Veterans-- was the 

order of the Day 

Friday November 

11, 2016 at Heri-

tage Hall in Elk-

horn.  Walworth 

County Historical 

society in coopera-

tion with the 

American Legion 

honored all Wal-

worth County veterans 

in a one-hour  program 

for the third consecutive 

year.   

     The program started 

with the playing of the 

“Star Spangled Banner”  

followed by the Pledge 

of Allegiance led by 

Walworth County Veter-

ans Service Officer Na-

than Bond. An opening 

prayer by Paul Rausch 

U.S. Army Veteran of 

the Vietnam War,  wel-

come by Jim Boardman, 

WCHS President  and 

remarks by Korean War 

Veteran Bob Webster 

preceded the introduc-

tion of the keynote 

speaker Bob Miller, 

Commander of the Wal-

worth County Council 

of the American Legion. 

Ron Borowski, U.S. 

Army Retired, who 

spoke to the audience in 

attendance about the 

Stars and Stripes Honor 

Flight. This was fol-

lowed by a rendition of 

the “Battle Hymn of the 

Republic” and Introduc-

tion of all Veterans 

in  a t t end ance .  

“Taps” played by 

Walworth County 

Bugler Nancy Leh-

man, closed the pro-

gram. 

Refreshments and 

tours of the Veter-

ans Museum at 

Heritage Hall fol-

lowed the event. 

Under the auspices of the Walworth County Historical Society and Walworth 

County Legion Posts of Walworth County the Veterans Museum has been es-

tablished at 103 East Rockwell Street in Elkhorn, Wisconsin.  The museum is 

open Wednesday afternoons from 1 - 4 p.m. late spring, summer and early fall 

or by appointment.    Veteran volunteers are docents at the museum and wel-

come the public to view the ever-increasing collection of military memorabilia 

related to Walworth County veterans from World War I to the present.   

Anyone wishing to donate to Walworth County veteran-related artifacts to the 

collection or bring groups to the museum should call 262-723-7848 for details. 

HONORING THE HEROES 2016 

 WALWORTH COUNTYVETERANS MUSEUM  
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“A HERO IS SOME-

ONE WHO HAS 

GIVEN HIS OR HER 

LIFE TO SOME-

THING BIGGER 

THAN ONESELF .”  
—JOSEPH CAMPBELL  



  Educating  grade 

school students 

about what it was 

like to attend a one-

room school during 

the late 1800’s in 

Walworth County 

has been the goal of 

Barbara Shreves for 

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  

WCHS’s long-

standing “Director 

of Education” at 

Blooming Prairie 

School,   

  Barbara’s duties as 

a volunteer in-

cluded scheduling 

school groups and 

volunteer teachers for a 

half day of “”living the 

life of a student in a one-

room school…,” teach-

ing classes of students in 

the tradition of late 19th 

century rural schools in 

Walworth County and 

keeping the school open 

for fair goers during the 

multiple-day runs of the 

Walworth County Fair 

for several years. 

  Barbara recently an-

nounced her resigna-

tion from that many-

faceted position.  

  “Her work will be 

remembered by hun-

dreds of students 

who will return to 

the fair and recall 

their grade school 

experience,” accord-

ing to WCHS board 

p r e s i d e n t  J i m , 

Boardman. “We all 

owe her a big    

‘thank you’ for her 

efforts over the 

years.” Boardman 

added.   

  WCHS volunteers 

like Barbara Shreves do 

make a big difference 

and further prove that:    

In Walworth County--

History Matters! 

*** 

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO A SPECIAL VOLUNTEER  

A WALWORTH COUNTY WINTER WONDERLAND 
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“It's easy to 
make a 

buck.  It's a 
lot tougher 
to make a 

difference.” 

-Tom Brokaw  

WCHS Archive Photo 

   

This stark winter 

farm scene where a 

horse was grazing 

was captured along 

Highway 11 in Wal-

worth County, No-

vember of 1980. 

WCHS Photo Archive 



  

9 East Rockwell Street 
P.O. Box 273 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 

Phone: 262-723-7848 
E-mail: walcohistory@tds.net 

WALWORTH COUNTY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Your membership is important to Walworth County Historical Society.  We ask that you renew your membership today for 
the year 2017.   

TO RENEW TODAY or SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP clip or photocopy and fill out the in-
formation below: 

Enclosed is my check payable to Walworth County Historical Society PO Box 273, Elkhorn, WI 53121  

-mail.  

Name __________________________________  

Address ________________________________  

Apt #/PO Box ___________________________  

City ___________________________________ State ___________ Zip ___________________  

Email __________________________________ Phone ___________________ 

 

Name  __________________________________ Address ________________________________  

Apt #/PO Box ___________________________ City ___________________________________  

State ___________ Zip ___________________ Email ______________________Phone:____________ 

WCHS MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE NOW DUE FOR 2017 

"COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND SHARING 

THE RICH HISTORY OF WALWORTH 

COUNTY" 

W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B  A T  

W W W . W A L C O H I S T O R Y . O R G   

W FROM  THE  WCHS PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES 

“This is the Yerkes 40 inch telescope with Dr. John Titus adjusting it.  The 
telescope itself weighs 12,000 pounds.  Its detecting power is so great that 
it could pick up the diameter of a quarter viewed at a distance of 300 
miles and axes at the left weighs 28,000 pounds.”  Date:  July 9, 1939.        

Photographer unknown. 

WCHS PHOTO ARCHIVES 
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